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Who is Gordon Trucking?

PROFILE
• Founded in 1946

• Privately owned

• Non-Union

• 40+ Fortune 500 customers

• 24 / 7 / 365 Operations

• FAST / CTPAT Certified

• FMCSA ISS Inspection Value - 25

o Tops in industry



GTI’s Regional Facilities

GTI Corporate Headquarters

GTI Terminal Locations

GTI Drop Yard Locations

Pacific, WA

Clackamas, OR

Medford, OR

Turlock, CA

Rancho Cucamonga, CA

Phoenix, AZ

Green Bay, WI

Indianapolis, IN

Salt Lake City, UT



Year over Year Growth
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Cautious yet progressive growth allows expansion without 

sacrificing GTI standards of service!



Project “Homeward Bound”

• Partnership with Washington 
State Patrol

• Missing children posters 
displayed on trailers

• 3 children recovered to date

• GTI has committed 100+ more 
trailers to the project



OVERVIEW:

Gordon Trucking is a SmartWay partner

Carriers are given a score based on numerous factors such as fuel 

efficiency & emission control

Gordon Trucking has obtained a score of 1.25; the highest 

score attainable in the SmartWay scoring matrix

GTI Wins 2008 EPA SmartWay Environmental Excellence Award!

RECENT AREAS OF FOCUS:
 Webasto & Espar Direct Fired Bunk Heaters

 ThermoKing TriPac Auxiliary Power Unit (APU)

Have installed 450 APUs in the last year

 Aerodynamic Fuel-Saving Devices For Tractors & Trailers

SmartWay



What can we do?

• Understand what drives MPG.

• Understand Driver behavior.

• Educate–Classroom and hands on

• Monitor progress



The Big Three

• Equipment

Make sure you have specified the right 

equipment for the job

– Tire size

– Gear ratio’s

– Horsepower/Torque ratings

– Aerodynamics



The Big Three

• Equipment Setting & Specialized

– Speed setting

– RPM Limits

– Idle Limits

– Auto Inflation – Tire Pressures

– Bunk Heaters – Espar/Webasto

– Auxiliary Power units



The Big Three

• Driver Behavior

– Understand Horsepower vs. Torque

– Understand torque curve

– Idle time management

– Use of Compression brake

– Coast in Gear



Auxiliary Power Units!

• Air Conditioning

• Heat

• 1000 watt power 

inverter

• Battery Charger

• Quiet

• Fuel efficient!

• $4,500,000 Invested!



• Ensuring you have the proper tire pressure 
is very important to reach the highest fuel 
mileage possible.

Remember-Tires make the biggest difference
in Fuel Economy below 50 MPH!

You can see the impact of each tire position on fuel economy.  Over 80% 

of fuel economy related to tires comes from the trailing positions.

Auto – Inflation Modules



Single – Wide Tires



Reduce Speed/MPH

• Govern trucks at a lower MPH.  But watch

the gear ratios!

• Use momentum.

• Limit use of the compression brake.

• Light as a feather on the throttle.



Driver Behavior

• Engine Speed

• Idle



Does Driving Technique Make a Difference?

This is a screen shot of poor MPG and poor driver performance.



Does Driving Technique Make a Difference?

The red box shows the overspeed.  The yellow box shows the 

over RPM.



Does Driving Technique Make a Difference?

No overspeed, no over RPM and low idle are the 

contributors to the higher MPG.



Does Driving Technique Make a Difference?

(The red box shows the overspeed.  The yellow box shows the 

over RPM.)



Before



Before



After



After



Does Idle Make a Difference? Look at tractor 3136



Sure looks like it makes an impact!



What We Know



Thank You!

Jack Ziebarth CTP

Vice President – Operations

Gordon Trucking, Inc.


