
West Coast Diesel Emissions Reductions Collaborative 
July 28, 2004—San Francisco, CA 

Agriculture Sector Workgroup Meeting 

Facilitator 
Michelle Roos EPA, Region 9, 415-947-4187, roos.michelle@epa.gov 

Attendees 
Don Anair Union of Concerned Scientists, 510-843-1872, danair@ucsusa.org  
Cynthia Cory California Farm Bureau Federation, 916-446-4647, ccory@CFBF.com 
Manny Cuhna Nisei Farmers League, (559) 251-846, niseifrm@pacbell.net 
Allen Dusault Sustainable Conservation, 415-977-0380 ext 303, adusault@suscon.org 
Andrew Lawton Sustainable Conservation, 415-351-0700, alawton@tritonic.com 
Kathy Diehl EPA, Region 9, 415-972-3996, diehl.kathy@epa.gov 
Kerry Drake EPA, Region 9, 415-947-4157, drake.kerry@epa.gov 
Michelle Eraut FHWA, 503/587-4716, Michelle.Eraut@fhwa.dot.gov 
Bob Gaffney RV Jenson, 559-860-9405, Bgaffney@rvjensen.com 
Kristen Gifford Diesel Technology Forum, 301-668-7230, kgifford@dieselforum.org 
Paul Johnson USDOE, 206-553-2154, paul.johnson@ee.doe.gov 
Joe Lapka EPA, Region 9, 415-947-4226, lapka.joseph@epa.gov 
Bob Larson EPA-Office of Transportation and Air Quality, 734-214-4277,  

larson.robert@epa.gov 
Kate Larson Environmental Defense, 510-658-8008,  

klarsen@environmentaldefense.org 
Seyed Sadredin San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District, 559-230-6000,  

seyed.sadredin@valleyair.org 
John Siliznoff USDA-NRCS, 559-252-2191 ext. 3, johnnie.siliznoff@ca.usda.gov 
Tim Taylor Cleaire, 916-296-7049, timothy.w.taylor@cleaire.com 
Monika Villanueva EPA, Region 9, 415-947-4208, villanueva.monika@epa.gov 

I. Formal Welcome (Kerry Drake) 

EPA Region 9 Associate Air Division Director Kerry Drake welcomed everyone to the meeting 
and thanked everyone for their participation. 

Mr. Drake reminded everyone that the best way to achieve our goal is to: 

1) build the Collaborative by getting the word out on these issues and this effort and providing 
forums for new ideas and input (such as our public workshop on June 15th in San Francisco and 
this meeting/call) 

2) implement near-term successes by working together to announce 1 or more regional projects 
using existing federal grants and small amounts (under $1 million) of discretionary EPA funds as 
soon as possible, and 

3) create numerous technical papers describing the scope, costs and benefits of large-scale/long-
term, regional projects that the Collaborative will implement should we get substantial funding  



 He also outlined that today’s call would focus on: 

1) Seeing if this Sector Workgroup has any near-term projects for a) either an early 

September announcement, or b) that should be bumped to the front of the line for 

possible FY05 funding, and 


2) Seeing which longer term projects (meaning, projects that would need more than $250k 
of funding) this Sector Workgroup would like to focus on and identify who in the group 
is most interesting in developing these projects. 

II. Re-cap from June 15th (Michelle Roos, US EPA R9) 
1) Self-determined draft mission of the workgroup:  Most cost effective emissions 

reductions. 
2) Project Ideas 

a) “enhanced” Carl Moyer Fund/expansion of EQIP funds 
1. irrigation pump replacement/efficiency improvement 
2. tractors and other mobile equipment 

b) look at agricultural system as a whole: trucks and trains 
c) short-term:  expand use of emulsified fuel 
d) mid term: early conversion to ULSD or LNG retrofits 
e) long term: electrification, anti-idling 
f) other: bio-diesel production/use of methane from digesters as 

biogas for fuel 

III. Report Outs since June 15/Ideas for short-term projects 

1) “enhanced” Carl Moyer Fund/expansion of EQIP funds 

Irrigation Pump Efficiency (Paul Johnson, US DOE) 
Paul Johnson emphasized the importance of “pinch points” –areas of concern/emphasis by 
numerous organizations- when we look at Collaborative projects.  Mr. Johnson then talked about 
a project with the Center for Irrigation Technology that the Central Valley Task Force has been 
looking into that would expand their existing electric irrigation pump efficiency program to 
diesel pump efficiency.  CIT has 3 proposals (a pilot for $100k, a mid-size project for $250k and 
a full scale project for $800k) that they’re looking for funding for. 

Update on Carl Moyer (Seyed Sadredin, San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District) 
Seyed Sadredin relayed although existing Moyer funds have expired, the Governor of CA has a 
$61 million/year permanent funding proposal that would fund Carl Moyer using smog check fees 
(double fees for older vehicles, exempt vehicles 6 years or younger).  There are also bills in the 
legislature that would create long term sustainability through a gas tax or a tire disposal free. 

Many of these ideas have broad support with the Large Emissions Reductions Project (LERP) – 
a diverse group of stakeholders in CA that have been working in the legislature. 



Seyed also talked about being about to better assess the number of agriculture pumps or other 
sources of agriculture equipment emissions following SB 700, and that there may be more 
engines that was once thought. 

2) bio-diesel production/use of methane from digesters as biogas for fuel   

Bio-diesel (Allen Dusault, Sustainable Conservation) 
Allen Dusault talked about the concerns from both farmers (is there a payback and what are the 
risks of switching to a new crop) as well as the environmental community (are there NOx 
increases, are there concern with GMOs, soil erosion or pesticides, will this be more costly) and 
offered to help research these issues and identify mutual goals and common grounds.  Allen 
offered to pull a small group together to layout the pros and cons and to answer questions and 
evaluate opportunities. Per Cynthia Cory’s suggestion, Mr. Dusault will also get in touch with 
the Bio-diesel working group at the CA Energy Commission. 

3) expand use of emulsified fuel 

Lubrizol distributor opening  (Bob Gaffney, RV Jenson) 
Bob Gaffney talked to the group about possibly using his October grand opening as a 
Collaborative project and mentioned that CARB is supplying a $.25/gal subsidy for using 
emulsified fuel in Sa Joaquin and South Coast.  Per Manuel Cunha’s suggestion, Mr. Gaffney 
will contact/work with CARB about engine-testing for C-9 and C-15 engines. 

4) look at agricultural system as a whole: trucks and trains 

Intermodal Activities (Manuel Cunha, Nisei Farmers League) 
Manuel Cunha talked about the CIRIS project that will be spending approximatey $9 million to 
consolidate rail lines (install off shoots/rail spurs) to connect the Port of Oakland to the San 
Joaquin Valley. Kerry Drake from EPA offered to get more information about this project and 
approach the National Agriculture Task Force about it. 

1. Next Steps 

The group decided to focus on gathering more information, possibly in the form of short 
prospectuses or draft language, in 4 areas before the next Workgroup meeting in August.    
Please contact the below mentioned lead to volunteer to help out.  One suggestion might be for 
each of these “subgroups” to have a meeting/conference call.  Please contact Michelle Roos if 
you need help setting that meeting up. 

Joseph Lapka and Kathy Diehl from EPA R9 volunteered to gather more information 
together about the CIT Irrigation Pump Efficiency project and distribute it to the group. 

Seyed Sadredin from the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District volunteered to 
work with others in the group before the August meeting to develop a few possible short-
term ($50-100k), medium-term (a few $100k) and long-term (over $1 million) projects to 
mitigate diesel agriculture equipment emissions (fuel and engine) that might be eligible for 
Collaborative, EQIP, Moyer, EPA, etc, funds). 



Allen Dusault from Sustainable Conservation volunteered to pull together a small group to 
layout the pros and cons of bio-diesel production, answer questions and evaluate 
opportunities. 

Bob Gaffney from RV Jensen volunteered to bring back to the group more information 
about the CARB emulsified fuel subsidy. 

Kerry Drake from EPA R9 offered to explore the CIRIS Project as a potential 
Collaborative project and to report back to the group on this findings. 


